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Michael Schuh, President/CEO of Michael’s Salon and Spa 
“Ten Steps to a Successful Photo Shoot” 
DAYTON, Ohio — In the world of fashion, style and beauty, creating a great hairstyle can be much more than an awesome cut. It can be an opportunity for hair designers to get their work published. Hair magazines are one of the first places potential salon clients look to find a new hair style, so capturing the look in a great photograph is key. Michael Schuh, a veteran salon owner for nearly 40-years, has been published worldwide and has won many cover contests, shares his ten steps to a successful photo shoot below. (Photos Enclosed)
1. Selecting a Model

Don’t select a friend just because you know them; search for someone with outstanding features that you notice when you first see them.
2. Request Previous Photos

Request previous photos of your potential model. You want to see what kind of basic photos they take prior to deciding to use them as your model.
3. Selecting a Hair Design

When picking a type of hair design to use on your model, do your research. Look through fashion and hair publications to see what styles really stand out.
4. Coordinate the Look

Coordinate the hair design with the model’s makeup, clothing, nails and jewelry. Accessories are very important to the overall look. Remember, less clutter is better and makes for better photographs.
5. Makeup
Should be more dramatic with lots of contouring. Spend more time on blending and contouring than on the basic application.
6. Lips

Your model’s lips should be more of a matte finish instead of glossy. Clearly define the lips with a coordinating lip color, fill in the lip with liner and then apply a matching matte lip stick. 
7. Don’t get Overly Creative
Select hair styles and makeup that are more classical looks that will appeal to different types of people.
8. Posing the Model
Take time to pose your model and be sure to pick the best angle for the photos. Shoot that angle several times with different expressions.
9. Perfect the Look Prior to Shooting
Correct problems with the hair design and makeup from behind the camera. Look through the lens to see what the camera is seeing. The camera picks up things that are not visible to the eye.
10. Practice

Take many test shots. This is the best way to learn.

“This is the way successful photographers get the look they want and get their work published” says Schuh.
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